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Date:



Time: 30-45 minutes
Grade Level: 2nd

Subject
: Science

Cooperating Teacher:
Goal/Standard: Utah Core, Second Grade, Standard 3, Objective 1: Students will investigate relationships between plants and animals and how living things change during their lives.
I. Specific Objectives: At the end of this lesson,

a. Students will compare themselves to plants
b. Student will creatively personify plants
c. Students will think deeply bout plants individually and in groups
II. Materials: 
· Paper

· Pencils

· White Board, Overhead or Projector

· Writing utensil for the board or overhead
III. Prerequisite/Vocabulary: (assume nothing)
The students should be working on a unit on plants, so should have some background knowledge of what plants need to survive as well as things that cause plants to be destroyed. There shouldn’t be vocabulary needed except if a student uses an unfamiliar word during the lesson; at which point the teacher can either explain or have the student explain the word.



IV. Instructional Procedures using the Synectics I model of instruction.
· Phase I: The Topic

The Topic is plants.

· Phase II: Direct analogy

The analogy is: “A plant is like me.” Students should start writing down on their papers things that are similar between a plant and themselves. Allow some students to share their ideas to be put on the board.
· Phase III: Personal Analogy
Have the students imagine they are a plant. Ask them to describe how they feel as a plant. If they are having trouble with this you can give some more specific scenarios. For example: You can have them pretend they are a flower and the rain is lightly sprinkling them. They will hopefully have positive feelings about getting a drink or a shower. You should write the responses on the board.

· Phase IV: Contrast

Tell the students that you wan them to think about how they are different from a plant and write down their ideas on their paper.  Allow some students to share their ideas to be put on the board.

· Phase V: New Analogy
Ask the students to work with their group to think if something else a plant is like. Tell the groups they will have to explain why they think the two things are alike. Give them a few minutes to accomplish this and then have each group share their ideas.

· Phase VI: Topic Refocus

Have the students consider what they learned about plants from this activity and write at least five sentences about plants.
V. Differentiation for diverse student needs

Make sure you are clear with instructions and repeat them louder or restate them if a student indicates they do not understand. Create groups that are heterogeneous and have a variety of diversity in academic level, gender and ethnicity.

VI. Preparation:

Have groups pre-determined. Have paper and pencil available for the students.   Make sure you have a clean space to write on a board, overhead or projector. 
VII. Evaluation/Assessment (How do you know that they know?): 
The teacher will review the sentences the children wrote during the topic refocus phase. The students should show some new understandings about plants. 
VIII. Follow-Up/ Enrichment:
Continuing a unit on plants will enrich this lesson. Hands on activities with plants should be considered to help kids understand them further. A community environmental project like planting trees would be a great follow-up.
