Holiday Lesson Plan

Josie Pace                  October 20, 2003                     Mon. 3pm

Grade level:4                         Subject: December Holidays

I.  Goals/Standards:

Students will gain a basic understanding of four holidays of Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and Los Posadas and be able to name similarities/differences between them.

Social Studies Standard 4 Objective 1: Demonstrate cultural understanding

II.  Specific Objectives:

When given questions orally (while playing (numbered heads together(), children will be able to answer correctly with 90% accuracy. 

III.  Materials/Preparations:

Kinara, Menorah, Lantern, Bubble lights, packets of information about each holiday, samples of foods eaten (not in conjunction with ordinances), games or activities related to the holidays (example dreidels for Hanukkah), other decorations related to the holiday (example African masks for Kwanzaa), poster boards, templates for compare/contrast lists, markers.

IV.  Prerequisite/Vocabulary:


Symbols

V.  Instructional procedures:

Hook: Place Kinara, menorah, lantern (all with candles), and bubble lights on the table.  Have children discuss what they see, how the things appear to be the same or different.  Allow children to talk about where the items may have come from, what they could be used for, and when they would be used.

Activities: Sequence following hook.

1.  Divide the class into (home teams( of 8 members each.

2.  Have the members of the (home team( split into four pairs for the expert groups.  Example: 2 members of the home team will become experts on the holiday of Christmas.

3.  Expert members will meet together at their assigned (holiday center.(  Holiday centers will contain the information packets, artifacts, symbols, and foods related to the particular holiday.  Students will be given 30 minutes to learn all about their particular holiday.



               4.  Experts return to home teams.  Experts take turns teaching their group about the holiday that they studied.  Experts are responsible to their team to teach well because all members must do well during assessment for team (points(.  Each pair of experts will be given 15 minutes to teach their team.

5.  After all holidays have been taught in the home teams, each team will have an additional 20-30 minutes to design 2 posters. One that will show similarities between the holidays and a second one to invite others to join in the celebrations.

Assessment:  When given questions orally (while playing (numbered heads together(), children will be able to answer correctly with 90% accuracy. 

VI.  Differentiation:

1.. Create home teams that pair up strong readers and artists with students who may struggle in these areas.

2.  Allow students who do not attend celebrations to (opt-out.(  

VII.  Assessment: 

           When given questions orally (while playing (numbered heads together(), children will be able to answer correctly with 90% accuracy. 

