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Historic Fiction
Avi.  The Barn.  Orchard Books, 106 pages.

 Annotation:  Story set in 1855 about a boy who has to run the farm because his dad is ill.  Ben believes if they build the barn like his dad wanted,  his dad will get better.
Before reading this book, show authentic tools and their uses in the mid-1800's.   Have students examine the tools and record predictions of what each tool could be used for.  Then, discuss each tool individually.  Allow students opportunity to share what they thought the tool may be used for, then tell them the names and what the tools actually were used for.  Discuss how the tools are similar to and different from modern day tools.  Create a chart noting student ideas.  

During the reading of the book, have students keep specific logs of what they have read.  Make a different assignment for each chapter (character map, wonderful words, vocabulary, theme, etc.)

 After the book, have class discussions on things that are truly important to the students (like Ben(s desire to build the barn and save his dad). Do a Think-Aloud brainstorm of things that are important to you (the teacher).   Have students free write a journal entry about what is important to them.  Allow students to share if they desire to.  Use this journal entry as a really rough draft to begin the writing process.  After completing the writing process to the point of publishing, allow students to illustrate the paper and then post the work in the classroom.

Fantasy

Babbitt, Natalie. Tuck Everlasting. Farrar, 1975, 180 pages. 
Annotation The Tuck family has gained immortality by drinking from a magical well.  They hide the secret from the world.   Winnie becomes friends with the family and helps them keep the secret.  She must decide whether to drink from the well and join them in the secret.  
Before reading this book you would want to discuss the genre of fantasy with the students; use picture book examples and non- examples to support the discussion.  Have students create a poster showing the difference between fantasy and reality.  One way to do this would be to fold the poster in half, write (Fantasy( on one side and (Reality( on the other.  Then, illustrate an example of each.
During the reading of the book, have students keep specific logs of what they have read.  Make a different assignment for each chapter (character map, wonderful words, vocabulary, theme, etc.)
After reading this book, using the character map logs, have students write, illustrate, or tell orally a significant event in the book from the point of view of their character.  Make certain that all expectations are clear.  It may be necessary to create a rubric for each of the choices so that students know exactly what they need to do.
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Fantasy



Barron, T.A. Heartlight. Philomel 1990, 272 pages. 
Annotation: Story of Kate and her  Grandfather who invents the (Heartlight( which makes it possible to travel anywhere in space.  When the Sun begins to lose its light, Grandpa uses Heartlight to travel into space in order to fix the problem.  Kate joins him and they share an adventure in outer space.

 Before reading this book I would work on the Core science unit concerning space.  In the unit it is important to cover all of the following: space travel, constellations, galaxies, planets, the moon, and the sun.  At the end of the unit and before beginning the book, have a review discussion of fantasy versus reality.

During the reading of the book, have students keep specific logs of what they have read.  Make a different assignment for each chapter (character map, wonderful words, vocabulary, theme, etc.)

 After reading this book, we would discuss how the fantasy space and reality space differ.  Then students would create a poster showing connections between the two.  Next, I would  have children create a story about space using real science information and fantasy writing. 

Historical Fiction

Beatty, Patricia. Charley Skedaddle.  Morrow, 186 pages.
Annotation Civil War story of Charley who joins the Union army as a drummer boy.  He finds the war harder than he thought and runs away into the mountains.  He meets an old woman and works to help her.  During this time he faces many challenges in the mountains and learns what true courage is. 
Before using this book, do a concept attainment lesson on (courage(.  Concept attainment is the lesson strategy where you write a word on the whiteboard and students brainstorm everything they can think of that is associated with that word.  Next, in pairs or small groups, students create categories and place each word into one of the categories they have created.  They then share their groupings and the reasons for the groupings with the class.  Next, students use the categories to create a general statement about the word.  Each group shares their sentence with the class.  Sentences are recorded and posted in the classroom.

During the reading of the book, have students keep specific logs of what they have read.  Make a different assignment for each chapter (character map, wonderful words, vocabulary, theme, etc.)

After reading this book have students write a paper on what it means to be courageous. Begin by reviewing the sentences created during the concept attainment lesson.  Then have students retell (via illustrations) two major events in the story that show courage or the lack there of.  Then use the writing process to help students create the paper on courage.

Historical Fiction

ADVANCE \d4Burch, Robert. Ida Early Comes over the Mountain . Avon, 1980, 145 pages.
 Annotation In this Depression based story, Ida joins the Sutton family.  She helps take of the family who has lost their mother.  She is hurt when her new friends do not defend against school bullies and contemplates leaving them.  

Before have students do a free write journal entry about what makes a good friend.  Have students use the paper as a criteria to decide if they fit their own definition.  Have students write what they already do and need to do to be a good friend.  This is a PERSONAL reflection so promise students that no one (including the teacher) will read this entry.

During the reading of the book, have students keep specific logs of what they have read.  Make a different assignment for each chapter (character map, wonderful words, vocabulary, theme, etc.)

After use leveled questions to do an oral discussion of the book.  Leveled questions begin at a very simple level and grow progressively harder.  The idea is to generate deeper thinking and discussion of major themes in the book.  This also aids struggling readers in gaining a greater understanding of the text.  The one theme that should definitely be discussed is friendship.
Non-fiction
ADVANCE \d4Byars, Betsy. Moon and I.  Messner, 1992, 112 pages. 

Annotation Autobiographical story about how Betsy gets her ideas to write books.  Also includes stories of her snake, Moon.  Use as part of unit on authors.  
Before read one of Byars fictional books. With the book have students keep a detailed reading log noting the following: author voice, imagery, vocabulary, and wonderful words.  

During: This book should be done as a whole class read aloud.  The teacher reading and students listening to take note of important facts about the author.  The teacher must ask questions as she reads.  These questions can be both (Think Aloud( questions and leveled questions for the students.  This will help students gain a greater understanding of the life of the author as well as authors in general.

 After reading the book, have students do a  research project on an author of their choice.  Students will need access to and knowledge of a variety of research materials (Biographies, Encyclopedias, Internet, ).   A way to help students choose the author is to have them brainstorm a list of favorite books.  After they have a list of at least ten books they love, they can choose the author of one of those books to research.  Have students prepare a one to two page written report and a oral presentation (author share) for the class.  Make all expectations clear (try a rubric) and allow ample time for projects to be worked on in class as well as at home. 
ADVANCE \d4
Adventure 
Campbell, Eric. The Place of the Lions. Harcourt, 1990, 196 pages. 

Annotation A survival story that takes place in Africa.  After a plane crash, Chris finds himself as the only one able to go for help.  Chris faces many dangers both from the lions and poachers in the area.   

Before reading this book, have students create a one page story of the same title.  Each student will write a journal entry given the title of the book only.  Students may choose to share this entry with the class.  This would be an optional publishing piece.  If the student chooses to publish the work, they must go through the writing process and create an accompanying visual to be displayed in the classroom.
During the reading of the book, have students keep specific logs of what they have read.  Make a different assignment for each chapter (character map, wonderful words, vocabulary, theme, etc.)
After the book form students into small cooperative learning groups.  Pre-plan the groups so that students of all abilities are able to participate.  Have groups create a play to re-tell the story.  The play will need to be written down and props will need to be made.  Students will be graded on the written dialogue and the play presentation.

ADVANCE \d4
Non-fiction  


Christelow, Eileen. What Do Authors Do? Clarion, 1995, Picture Book, 32 pages. 
Annotation The story of two animals who decide to write books.  It goes through the entire process from ideas to publishing.  

Before reading the book have a unit about the six traits of writing. Then have a class discussion on favorite books.  Have students make a list of the characteristics of those books that relate to the six traits (voice, conventions, fluency, organization, word choice, ideas).

During the reading of this book be certain to distinguish the real from the fiction.  To do this, ask multiple comprehension and prediction questions as you read.  Remember to read with enthusiasm, you don(t want them to be put to sleep.

After the book create a chart showing the process of the authors.  Using a Venn Diagram, have students compare/contrast the author(s process with the class (Writer(s Workshop( process.  Discuss how similar the two processes are and how that makes them authors themselves.  Next, have students read Moon and I by Betsy Byars. Complete all activities connected to the book (see following lesson plan).  

ADVANCE \d4
AdventureCurtis, Christopher Paul Bud, Not Buddy. Delacorte, 245 pages.

 Annotation After escaping an abusive foster home, Bud begins a quest to find his father.  He faces many challenges as a child on the streets in his search; a good survival story.  
 Before reading the story be aware of all children in your class and be sensitive to any situations in the book that may be touchy for students.  Also introduce this book before book club so that students have a good understanding of what it contains.  When using it as a book club student reading level is not a factor, student interest is.  The idea is that if a student is truly interested they will find a way (get help if needed) to read the book.

 During the reading of the book, have students keep specific logs of what they have read.  Make a different assignment for each chapter (character map, wonderful words, vocabulary, theme, etc.)
After reading have the group present the book in a  book review.  The presentation must be five to ten minutes in length, contain a visual, and serve as an (advertisement( of the book.  After each group has presented their book, conduct a secret ballot vote for students to choose which book they want to read next (no one can vote for their book because they have already read it).  The group that gets the most votes wins a prize and chooses the next set of book club books.
Non-fiction
Conrad, Pam. Prairie Visions  Harper Collins, 1991 Nonfiction. 85 pages. 

Annotation True story of photographer Solomon Butcher who lived on the Nebraskan plains during the early 1900's.  Includes his photographs.

 Before have students make a list of vocabulary that they think may appear in the book, based on the cover of the book.  Throughout the book, have student mark the words that appear in the book and add any words that stand out to them. 
During the reading of the book, students will work on their (Wonderful Words( assignment along with a reading log.  The reading log should take note of both process and product used by Butcher to create his photographs.
After the book create a class graph of the parts of speech that they have noted.    Then begin a class photography unit.  As the teacher you may have to provide cameras and film to some students.  Encourage students to purchase simple disposable cameras to take the pictures with.  Give a list of themes for students to choose from for their project.  After photographs are presented to the class, discuss how photographers use different equipment and develop their own film.  
[image: image1.wmf]
Historical FictionCurtis, Christopher Paul. The Watsons Go to Birmingham-1963. Delacourt, 1995, 210 pages.  
Annotation Byron is a rambunctious boy who is always getting into to trouble.  His parents finally take drastic measures and send him to live with his grandmother in Birmingham, where he has his first experience with segregation.  The climax of the story revolves around the bombing of the church the family attends. 
 Before reading the story be aware of all children in your class and be sensitive to any situations in the book that may be touchy for students.  Also introduce this book before book club so that students have a good understanding of what it contains.  When using it as a book club student reading level is not a factor, student interest is.  The idea is that if a student is truly interested they will find a way (get help if needed) to read the book.
 During the reading of the book, have students keep specific logs of what they have read.  Make a different assignment for each chapter (character map, wonderful words, vocabulary, theme, etc.)
After reading have the group present the book in a  book review.  The presentation must be five to ten minutes in length, contain a visual, and serve as an (advertisement( of the book.  After each group has presented their book, conduct a secret ballot vote for students to choose which book they want to read next (no one can vote for their book because they have already read it).  The group that gets the most votes wins a prize and chooses the next set of book club books.
.
Fantasy


Osborn, Mary Pope.  Dinosaurs Before Dark. Scholastic, 1992, 68 pages.  

Annotation This is the story of siblings Jack and Annie who discover a magical treehouse near their home.  When they pick up the book about dinosaurs, they are magical moved back in time to the world of live dinos.  This tells of their adventure there.  This is book # 1 in a ever growing series called The Magic Tree House.
Before reading this book do a unit from the Utah Core on Dinosaurs.  Incorporate the unit into science, language arts, and visual arts.  You could do this through writing a class anthology of  (I Search( papers that are illustrated.

During the reading of the book, have students keep specific logs of what they have read.  Make a different assignment for each chapter (character map, wonderful words, vocabulary, theme, etc.)

After have students do a compare/contrast journal entry between the facts in the anthology and the dinosaurs in the book.  Next, using clay, have students create depictions of their favorite dinosaur that we studied.
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 Nonfiction

Hoose, Phillip. People Who Are Making a Difference. Joy Street, Little Brown, 1993, 166 pages.  

Annotation Nonfiction book about projects conducted by children and young adults to improve the environment and help people in need. 

 Before the book have students create a list of problems they see in the community.  First write the list individually, then have them share in small groups.  Each small group will choose three problems to share with the class.  Then as a class, choose five of these problems to write on a poster and post in the classroom.
During the reading of the book call attention to the problems and resolutions written about.  Make sure students note that the problems were solved by students close to their age.
After reading the book, have a class brainstorm of resolution to the problems in the community that they wrote on the poster.  Choose one problem that they believe they could have an effect on.   From here you can plan and execute a project over the school year.
Non Fiction
Simon, Seymour.  Earthquakes.  Mulberry Books, 1991, 32 pages.

Annotation Nonfiction book about Earthquakes (causes, occurrences, measurement of, etc).  


Before the book use a concept attainment lesson to discover what students already know.  Concept Attainment is the lesson strategy where you write a word on the whiteboard and students brainstorm everything they can think of that is associated with that word.  Next, in pairs or small groups, students create categories and place each word into one of the cartegories they have created.  They then share their groupings and the reasons for the groupings with the class.  Next, students use the categories to creat a general statement about the word.  Each group shares their sentence with the class.

During the reading of the book, have students work in pairs and keep a (Know/Want to know/Learn( journal on the book.  Divide the journal page into three sections.  Title the sections K W and L.    Students brainstorm what they already know about Earthquakes and write it under the K section.  Then they list things they want to know under the W.  Finally as they read they note things they learn in the L section.

After the book have students discuss what they learned in the book about plate tectonics.  Then, in small groups, conduct a plate tectonics experiment using cake as the plates.  Have students simulate all three ways that the plates can move.  To do this they will use half a cake for each plate and the division of the two halves as the fault line.
ADVANCE \d4Fantasy

Winthrop, Elizabeth  .The Castle in the Attic. Bantam, 1985, 192 pages. 
Annotation Fantasy story about boy who is given a miniature castle and a magical knight.  The knight is alive and recruits William to help save his kingdom.  William is miniaturized by a amulet of a wizard and joins the battle in the fantasy world.
Before have a review discussion of fantasy versus reality.  Have students create a chart listing movies, tv shows, and books that have characters that are knights, Kings, Queens, etc.  Have students compare/contrast two of the items on the list.  One that could be based on reality and one that is definitely fantasy.

During the reading of the book, have students keep specific logs of what they have read.  Make a different assignment for each chapter (character map, wonderful words, vocabulary, theme, etc.)

  
After reading the book have students create an illustrated  time line depicting the important events of the story.  Create a list of requirements that need to be met (a rubric would work) by the students.  The requirements should include the number events that need to be included, the size of paper to be used (it is good to use a long piece that ts also about 8" wide), number of illustrations needed and options for art supplies.
ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4Adventure

Stevenson, James. The Bones in the Cliff.  Greenwillow, 1995, 69 pages. 
Annotation Pete and his dad are on the run though Pete doesn(t know why.  They're now on an island off the east coast, maybe Nantucket. Pete has become friends with Rootie, a girl summering on the island with her grandmother. Together Pete and Rootie watch the daily ferries hoping they'll never see the man Pete's father has warned them will come. Pete's father is a drunk and his mother has been institutionalized. He doesn't have much going for him, but Rootie helps him find the strength he needs to do what he has to when the time comes and the stranger arrives. 

 Before reading the story be aware of all children in your class and be sensitive to any situations in the book that may be touchy for students.  Also introduce this book before book club so that students have a good understanding of what it contains.  When using it as a book club student reading level is not a factor, student interest is.  The idea is that if a student is truly interested they will find a way (get help if needed) to read the book.. 
 During the reading of the book, have students keep specific logs of what they have read.  Make a different assignment for each chapter (character map, wonderful words, vocabulary, theme, etc.).
After reading have the group present the book in a  book review.  The presentation must be five to ten minutes in length, contain a visual, and serve as an (advertisement( of the book.  After each group has presented their book, conduct a secret ballot vote for students to choose which book they want to read next (no one can vote for their book because they have already read it).  The group that gets the most votes wins a prize and chooses the next set of book club books.
Fantasy

Steig, William.  Abel(s Island. Farrar, 1987, 117 pages.

Annotation: A mouse (Abelard) is swept away during a picnic with his wife.  He ends up on an island in the middle of the river where he learns to survive using skills he didn(t know he had.  He sends messages downstream and hopes to be rescued through the help of an old frog he meets.  In the end, he rescues himself during the dry summer time.
Before have students do a 5 to 10 minute free write about being stranded on a deserted island.  Have them answer questions such as: What would you need to have with you?  What would you learn to do?  What would you miss about home? and What do you already know that could help you survive? 
During the reading of the book, have students keep specific logs of what they have read.  Make a different assignment for each chapter (character map, wonderful words, vocabulary, theme, etc.)
After students have finished the book, have them create an ABC pattern book that connects to the (stranded on a island( theme.  Before beginning, be sure to inspire ideas by brainstorming events of the book and reading an ABC book for an example.  Be sure to set forth the criteria before students begin the writing process.
Historical Fiction

Speare, Elizabeth George.  The Sign of the Beaver. Dell, 1983, 135 pages.  

Annotation Story of 12 year old Matt who must learn to survive the Maine wilderness while his family is away.  The family doesn(t return until after the winter.  He meets two Native Americans who teach him how to survive while he teaches them the (ways of the white man.( 
 Before reading the story be aware of all children in your class and be sensitive to any situations in the book that may be touchy for students.  Also introduce this book before book club so that students have a good understanding of what it contains.  When using it as a book club student reading level is not a factor, student interest is.  The idea is that if a student is truly interested they will find a way (get help if needed) to read the book.
 During the reading of the book, have students keep specific logs of what they have read.  Make a different assignment for each chapter (character map, wonderful words, vocabulary, theme, etc.)
After reading have the group present the book in a  book review.  The presentation must be five to ten minutes in length, contain a visual, and serve as an (advertisement( of the book.  After each group has presented their book, conduct a secret ballot vote for students to choose which book they want to read next (no one can vote for their book because they have already read it).  The group that gets the most votes wins a prize and chooses the next set of book club books..
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Adventure

ADVANCE \d4Paulsen, Gary.  Call Me Francis Tucket.  Delacorte Press, 1995, 177 pages.
Annotation Francis is robbed while trying to find his wagon train.  He and his old mule travel alone until they find 2 abandoned children.  So, Francis becomes a father in spite of himself.  
 Before reading the story be aware of all children in your class and be sensitive to any situations in the book that may be touchy for students.  Also introduce this book before book club so that students have a good understanding of what it contains.  When using it as a book club student reading level is not a factor, student interest is.  The idea is that if a student is truly interested they will find a way (get help if needed) to read the book.
 During the reading of the book, have students keep specific logs of what they have read.  Make a different assignment for each chapter (character map, wonderful words, vocabulary, theme, etc.)
After reading have the group present the book in a  book review.  The presentation must be five to ten minutes in length, contain a visual, and serve as an (advertisement( of the book.  After each group has presented their book, conduct a secret ballot vote for students to choose which book they want to read next (no one can vote for their book because they have already read it).  The group that gets the most votes wins a prize and chooses the next set of book club books..
Adventure

York, Carol Beach.  Once Upon a Dark November.  Holiday, 1989, 98 pages. 
Annotation A murder mystery about a young girl named Katie, the teacher she has a crush on, and his wife.  This is a great suspense book but I should note that it is no longer in print so it may be tough to find.  
 Before reading the story be aware of all children in your class and be sensitive to any situations in the book that may be touchy for students.  Also introduce this book before book club so that students have a good understanding of what it contains.  When using it as a book club student reading level is not a factor, student interest is.  The idea is that if a student is truly interested they will find a way (get help if needed) to read the book.
 During the reading of the book, have students keep specific logs of what they have read.  Make a different assignment for each chapter (character map, wonderful words, vocabulary, theme, etc.)
After reading have the group present the book in a  book review.  The presentation must be five to ten minutes in length, contain a visual, and serve as an (advertisement( of the book.  After each group has presented their book, conduct a secret ballot vote for students to choose which book they want to read next (no one can vote for their book because they have already read it).  The group that gets the most votes wins a prize and chooses the next set of book club books.
