Molly(s Pilgrim (grades 3-5)                           Interest level: Grades 3-6

Author: Barbara Cohen

Illustrator: Daniel Mark Duffy


The Story: Molly and her Jewish family moved to Winter Hill from New York City.  Molly(s family are immigrants from Russia.  The girls at school make fun of Molly(s broken English and thick accent.  When the class is studying Thanksgiving, the teacher assigns each student to bring a Pilgrim doll made from a clothespin.  When Molly brings a doll that looks like her mother, the class learns that Pilgrims continue to come to America.

The Pictures: Detailed black and white sketches, possibly pencil, appear on nearly every page.  The pictures depict each of the main characters and with some landscapes in the background.








Using the book: The REACH basic principle met in this book is: (Build cultural bridges.(
Questions:

1. What did the girls do that made Molly cry?

2. Has anyone ever hurt your feelings?  What did you do?

3. What can you do when you see people being mean to someone?

4. How would you define Pilgrim?

5. Do you have Pilgrims in your family?

6. Where did you(re your ancestors originally come from?

7. Have you ever moved to a new town?  

8. How do you think Molly felt when her teacher put the doll on her desk?

9. Do you own anything that is very special to you?

10. What is it?  Why is it special to you?

Activities:

1. Provide old-fashioned clothes pins, fabric, and other art supplies so that students can make their own dolls.

2. As a class project, create a model of your town.

3. Have students bring pictures of their guardians when they were children.  Have children share stories about things their guardians did when they were younger.

Background information:
· A basic understanding of Jewish persecutions in Russia.

· Example of old-fashioned clothes pins.

· Explanation/examples of peppermint sticks.
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