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Demonstrate how symbols and models are used to represent features of the environment. 
I. Specific Objectives: At the end of this lesson, the students will;
a. Understand the key and symbols of a simple map.
b. Understand what a compass is and its use on the map. 

II. Materials: 
Overhead map

Guided practice student maps

Independent practice student maps

Overhead projector
Display maps
III. Prerequisite/Vocabulary: (assume nothing)
Map

Globe
Compass

Compass rose

Physical features

Key
Symbols

IV. Instructional Procedures using the direct instruction model. 
Phase I: Review

Remind the student that you have been looking at the globe to find the continents and oceans. Ask the students what a flat globe is called. Talk about the maps you have in your classroom and ask the students if they notice anything that the maps have in common.  
Phase II: Presenting New Material
Go over what the compass is. Have the kids locate the key on your map.  Talk about what the symbols in the key mean. 
Phase III: Guided Practice
Give each student a copy of a simple map. Display the map on the overhead.  On the map there should be symbols with no labels.  Together with the class determine what the symbols are and write it on the map. The students should be doing this with the teacher participating and answering questions about the map as they go.
Phase IV: Feedback and Correctives
During the guided practice and after you should give feedback to the students. You should focus in on hesitation and make sure the students clearly understand the symbols and what they mean.

Phase V: Independent Practice:

Finally the student should receive their own map and add symbols to it.  They should then put these symbols in the key. They should also include a compass on their map.

V. Differentiation for diverse student needs

Make sure you are clear with instructions and repeat them louder or restate them if a student indicates they do not understand. Try to foster participation by inviting students into discussion. Use wait time before calling on students.
VI. Preparation:

Set up maps and globe beforehand. Make sure you have an overhead ready.
VII. Evaluation/Assessment (How do you know that they know?): 
You should evaluate by collecting and reviewing the students’ maps. 
VIII. Follow-Up/ Enrichment:
Continue the unit on maps giving more practice. Let the kids work with maps of their community.
