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I. Goal/Standard: Standard VIII: Writing-Students write daily to communicate effectively for a variety of purposes and audiences. Sessions 1-9
The purposes of this unit are: to help the students realize that writing can be fun, that writing is used for real reasons and is necessary in life, and most of all this unit is to help the students see themselves as authors with important things to say.

II. Specific Objectives:
Objective 1
Prepare to write by gathering and organizing information and ideas (pre-writing). Session 1 and 2
a. Generate ideas for writing by reading, discussing literature and informational text, drawing, looking at books, being read to, and reflecting on personal experiences. 

b. Select topics from generated ideas. 

c. Identify audience for writing. 

Objective 2
Compose a written draft.  Sessions 3 and 4
a. Draft ideas on paper in an organized manner (e.g., beginning, middle, end) utilizing words and sentences. 

b. Select appropriate words to convey meaning. 


Objective 3
Revise by elaborating and clarifying a written draft. Sessions 5, 6, and 7
a. Revise draft to add details. 

b. Revise draft using descriptive words. 

c. Write in complete sentences. 


Objective 4
Edit written draft for conventions.  Sessions 7 and 9
a. Edit writing for capitals in names, first word of a sentence, and the pronoun “I” and correct ending punctuation (i.e., periods, question marks). 

b. Edit for spelling of grade level-appropriate words (e.g., would, down, made, write). 

c. Edit for standard grammar (i.e., complete sentences). 

d. Edit for appropriate formatting features (i.e., spacing, margins, titles). 


Objective 5
Use fluent and legible handwriting to communicate. Sessions 1,3,4,5,6,7, and 8
a. Print all upper- and lower-case letters of the alphabet and numerals 0-9 using proper form, proportions, and spacing. 

b. Write with increasing fluency in forming manuscript letters and numerals. 

c. Produce legible documents with manuscript handwriting. 


Objective 6
Write in different forms and genres. Sessions 1,3,8, and 9
a. Produce personal writing (e.g., journals, lists, friendly notes and letters, personal experiences, family stories, literature responses). 

b. Produce traditional and imaginative stories, narrative and formula poetry as a shared writing activity. 

c. Produce functional text (e.g., ABC books, lists, labels, signs, how-to books, observations). 

d. Share writing with others using illustrations to add meaning to published works. 
III. Materials:  see materials listed below in the graphic organizer.
IV. Vocabulary: Addressed as needed throughout lessons.
V. Instructional Procedures:
Class Anthology Book:  Patterned after “The Important Book” the subject  “Me”

	Session
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	6 Trait Correlation
	Ideas
	Ideas **
	Organization
	Organization & Sentence Fluency
	Voice**
	Word Choice
	Word Choice, Conventions
	Organization, sentence structure, conventions
	Conventions 

	Lesson
	Inspiration Poem or Music and reflection writing

Something inspiring will be introduced and the students will write about what they thought of it or if it made them feel something.
This will be done every morning to follow as a predictable routine.
	Mind Pictures (creating visual picture to promote understanding)
Have them listen to my story and we will talk about things they remember and things they want to more about.  Then they will tell a story with a partner (partner work).
This is a take off of the craft lesson “Mind Pictures” on page 24 of the blue craft book.
	Pictures and words match

Cliché book

Match With Pictures, page 21 in the blue craft book.
	Organization

Repeating a word

Present “The Important Book” through a shared reading.
Graphic organizer for most important book

Transitional graphic organizer

Repeating a Word page 41, Blue Craft book (spin off)
	Voice (modification of older Craft Lesson)


Non-Fiction book with voice and encyclopedia exerpt. Let them discover voice.

FALL FACTS ACTIVITY (Bring in Realia)
Modification of Green Craft lesson on page 64, putting voice into non-fiction writing.
	Describing the Character

Bring in (pictures of people and say a sentence that is a girl walked over to brian and spoke.  Which girl?  Not enough information.  Then describe the girl and then ask them again.) DESCRIBING A CHARACTER.  Describe the things in the graphic organizer.
Spin off of Lesson on page 38 of blue craft book.  
	Word Choice


Verbs

Introduce verbs (building vocabulary and concepts strategy)

Verb chart-oral discussion, try writing with verbs

Together we will create a chart of different verbs that we can use for words that they used in their descriptions yesterday.
Have them revise their sentences with new verbs. (Strategies for building vocabulary and fluency)

Help them with grammar, spelling and punctuation by asking leveled questions and giving assistance when indicated.
	Reread “The Important Book”. Have the kids pick the most important thing they wrote about themselves to use at the beginning and end of their page in the book. Help them create their then create the classroom important book. 

	Students will illustrate their pages and help choose a title for their class book. 


	Materials Preparation
	“A Light in the Attic”, writers notebooks.
	Blue Craft Book, Chart paper and markers to write.
	Blue craft book.  Cliché papers.
	Graphic Organizers for students and for the book, chart paper for example and blue craft book.
	Green Craft book. Encyclopedia entry and Wolves book. Charting paper. Realia: Leaves of different colors
	Pictures of people. The graphic organizers from the other day.  Writing paper.
	Chart paper,  markers, thesaurus, descriptive sentences.
	“The Important Book”
	Paper, art supplies.

	Assessment
	Writing will be happening
	Participation
	Cliché books will need pictures that match words
	Graphic Organizer will be complete
	Students will discover voice.
	Students will write descriptive sentences from their graphic organizers
	Students will replace weak verbs for stronger more interesting ones.
	Students will complete the writing of their page demonstrating understanding of description, strong verbs and some grammatical rules.
	Students will illustrate their page and the picture will correlate with the text.

	Comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


VI. Differentiation: Herrell, Strategy 3,Realia; Strategy 1 predictable routines, Strategy 2, visual scaffolding; Strategy 12 shared reading; Strategy 15, partner work; Strategy, Strategy 13, leveled questions; Strategy 30, vocabulary processing, Strategy 35, writing workshop, Strategy 11, Total physical response (we did this separate from the unit with stretching out words), Strategy 14; Manipulative Strategies (I used this when tutoring small groups).
VII. Assessment: see assessment under instructional procedures.  End of unit assessment or Evaluation will be the finished book.
